The length of the vermiform appendix was found out by measuring the distance from the base up to the tip of the appendix with the help of a measuring tape graduated in centimeter. The base of the appendix was identified where the taeniae coli on the ascending colon and caecum converge. The anterior caecal taenia coli is usually distinct and traceable to the appendix, affording a guide to it (Borley 2005 ). 2 The average length for each group was calculated by simple arithmetic mean.
Result:
Mean length of the vermiform appendix was 10.02±0.84 cm in group A (0-20 years), 9.74±0.75 cm in group B (21-30 years), 9.56±0.61 cm in group C (31-40 years), 8.75±0.70 cm in group D (41-50 years) and 7.70±0.45 cm in group E (above 50 years) (Fig.-1) .
Discussion:
In the present study, the highest mean length of the vermiform appendix was found to be 10.02±0.84 cm in group A (0 20 years), whereas the lowest mean length was found to be 7.70±0.45 cm in group E (above 50 years). This study showed that the length of the vermiform appendix decreased gradually with increasing age. It also showed that it is longer in children and in early adult life. Any organ diminishing in size by loss of cell substance leading to atrophy and one of its causes is aging process 5 .
The values were highly significant (P<0.001) when group A was compared with group D and E, group B
Fig.-1 : Length of vermiform appendix in different age groups
The mean difference in the length of the appendix was highly significant (P<0.001) between group A and D, A and E, B and D, B and E and between C and E. The mean difference in the length of the appendix was significant between C and D (P<0.01) and between D and E (P<0.01). Other differences did not reach up to the level of statistical significance. Figure: 2 shows the correlation between age and length of the appendix. The regression line showed negative correlation between age and length of the appendix which reached the level of significance (P<0.001). The length of the vermiform appendix showed negative correlation with age (r = 0.760) which was highly significant (P<0.001).
In the present study, the average length of vermiform appendix was similar with Borley 2 , Balthazar and Gade 6 , Solanke 7 , and Davis and Couplend 8 . The average length in the present study did not coincide with the study in Gorgan Teaching Hospital by Golalipour et al. 9 on the anatomical variations of the vermiform appendix in people in the South-East of Caspian Sea (north of Iran) where average length was less. Delic et al., 10 findings regarding length in the people of Uttar Pradesh of India was higher than the present study. These variations were due to racial factor.
The present study also matched with Chowdhury 11 . He concluded that the vermiform appendix is longer in children and in early adult life. With the advancing age, the appendix gradually shortens in length.
